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       Afternoon, 9th July 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I met this morning with representatives of Public Health England and Bedford Borough Council to 
agree our response to rising cases of COVID-19 among our school community. 
 
In order to ensure that our return to school next week is as safe as possible, they have advised that 
all pupils should have a PCR test (including those currently self-isolating as a contact) before they 
are permitted to return to face-to-face education. If your child has already had a negative PCR test 
since Wednesday 7th July they do not need to test again. If they have had a positive PCR test in the 
past 90 days (since 11th April) they do not need to test again. 
 
To ensure that we have as many test results back as possible before we open the school to students, 
all year groups will have online remote learning on Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th July, with a 
return to face to face teaching for those that have received and reported their negative PCR test 
result from 11am on Wednesday 14th July. Vulnerable, SEND and keyworker children will be able to 
attend school if no alternative arrangements can be made, but on this occasion, I would discourage 
this for these two days, to help us break this cycle of infection. Please email 
reportingcovid@wixamsacademy.co.uk with the subject line ‘Keyworker’ to book a place by 5pm on 
Saturday 10th of July.  
 
Mobile testing units (MTU) will be onsite at the school (on/via the carpark) this weekend, from 10am 
- 5pm on Saturday and Sunday. Under 16s must be accompanied by a parent/carer and household 
members are encouraged to get a test at the same time. No appointment is necessary and you can 
turn up on foot or in a car, but we encourage people to drive if possible, as this allows the tests to 
be processed more quickly. 
 
Alternatively, pupils at school today will be offered a PCR Home Test Kit(s) which can be used to test 
at home. These should be dropped off at the school collection point tomorrow (Saturday 10th July) 
before 5pm. We will also have these test kits available at the Academy Office on Monday 12th for you 
to collect if you need one. 
  
If you do not wish your child to have a PCR test for any reason, the school will provide full remote 
learning for the next week, and they will be able to return to school on Monday 19th July. This extra 
step will prevent children without symptoms who may be infectious from bringing COVID-19 back 
into the school.  
 
Frequently asked questions 
 
1. Do we need to isolate whilst we wait for the result? 
No, unless you have had a positive test in the last 10 days, have COVID-19 symptoms, or have been 
asked to isolate as a contact of a case or as part of a school bubble. 
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2. My child has already taken a PCR test and they were negative. Should they have another test? 
If they have had a negative test in the last 3 days (since Wednesday 7th July) then there is no need for 
them to have another test.  
 
3. My child has had a positive PCR test in the last 90 days – should they have another test? 
No, they should not take part in this testing. 
 
 
4. My child will not tolerate the swab, what should I do?  
We understand that not all children will be able to tolerate the swabbing. Please access the remote 
learning timetable and your child should return to school on the 19th of July. 
 
5. How will I find out the result?  
The result will be sent to the mobile number and email address that you provide when you register 
the test online. 
 
6. How long will it take to get a result? 
The results typically take 48 hours to process. 
 
7. What should I do if the result is positive? 
Please self-isolate immediately along with everyone in the household and await a call from NHS Test 
& Trace to complete contact tracing. Please notify the school of the positive result by emailing the 
copy or a screenshot to reportingcovid@wixamsacademy.co.uk 
 
8. What should I do if the result is negative? 
Please notify the school of the negative result by emailing the copy or a screenshot to  
reportingcovid@wixamsacademy.co.uk 
Your child may return to face-to-face teaching from Wednesday 14th July unless they are currently 
self-isolating as a close contact – in which case they need to complete their isolation period.  
 

NOTE: Your child will not be admitted into the Academy on the 14th of July unless we have 
received a negative result email in advance. 

 
I do hope that this will be the ‘final push’ against this terrible virus and yet again thank you for your 
loyal support and understanding. The students really do deserve a better deal next year and we are 
doing everything in our power to improve this situation for families before the summer holidays. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Paul Spyropoulos 
Principal 

Wixams Academy 
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