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Dates Information
Monday 7 December - 
Wednesday 16 December

Wixams Academy ‘Giving Tree’ – Christmas gifts donated to 
families in need and placed under our Giving Tree in association 
with FACES charity

Thursday 10 December Progress Review Day – students are not in school this day

Friday 11 December Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day (£1/£2 donation if possible)

Wednesday 16 December Christmas Lunch – please pre-book by Wednesday 9th December

Friday 18 December Wixams Academy Closes for Christmas break at 1pm.

Tuesday 5  January 2021 First day of Spring Term, students return to school
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Y E A R  7  U P D A T E Y E A R  8  U P D A T E

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES

THE WIXAMS ACADEMY VALUES

DETERMINATION 
RESPECT • RESPONSIBILITY 
COMMUNITY • HONESTY 

COMPASSION

A huge congratulations to all for settling 
into the school so well. We hope you have all 
enjoyed your first term here at Wixams.

There has been an enormous amount of 
housepoints gained by all houses and at least 
a hundred golden tickets passed onto me each 
and every week. Keep up the good work.

We give out certificates to those that 
have shown our values each half term. The 
community and responsibility values have been 
our focus over the last few months. As well as 
these awards there will be Head of Year, tutor 
and subject awards for the last assembly of 
term. Well done to all those who have won and 
I am sure they will bring their certificates home 
with pride.

Year 7 would like to thank the Year 10 
ambassadors for sharing their wisdom and a 
powerful anti-bullying message over the last 
couple of weeks. They will be returning to share 
further wisdom with us all in the new year. 

Have a very Merry Christmas 

Miss. Stacey

W E L C O M E  
F R O M  T H E 

PRINCIPAL
Season’s Greetings from all at 
Wixams Academy

It has been the most unusual term for us 
at the Academy, but life goes on here and I 
have been so proud of all students and staff 
who have worked unbelievably hard to catch 
up the ‘missed ground’ from lockdown.

We are still finding time to support our local 
and wider communities and recent charity 
days have raised £800 for the ‘Foodbank’ 
appeal and for ‘Children in Need’. Sixty 
of our Year 10 students have also started 
the Duke of Edinburgh course here at the 
Academy and this will also become available 
to Year 9s in the new year.

We had two high profile visits in November. 
An ITV film crew came to film our ‘Knife 
Crime Dance Group’. This group is working 
with a local charity to highlight the 
devastating effects of knife crime in our 
communities. Also, we welcomed the High 
Sheriff of Bedfordshire, who very kindly 
donated 11 laptops to our students as part of 
a local scheme to ensure all students have 
access to remote learning.

We look forward to 2021 with optimism that 
the world will begin to conquer this horrible 
pandemic and that things in the Academy 
will slowly return to normal. I have no doubt 
that our Academy community will overcome 
every challenge that comes our way and 
make the very most of the school year ahead. 

All that remains is for me to wish you and 
your families a very Merry Christmas and a 
peaceful and healthy holiday season.

 

Paul Spyropoulos 
Principal

Congratulations to Emily who was 
awarded a scholarship for her 
determination and dedication to 
Acro for the past 4 years. Very 
well deserved!

Community Value Award:  
Lottie J-P (8Y) & Mateusz (8F)

Responsibility Value Award: 
Reda R (8H) & Ewan R (8Y)

A huge well done to the whole of Year 8 for the 
maturity, determination and resilience that you 
have shown throughout this first term. You have 
all taken the changes on board without complaint 
and have made us all very proud of you.

I hope you have a restful break and I look forward 
to another brilliant term with you all!

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

Miss. Stack

Term starts on Tuesday 5 January. It will be a Week 1 and PREP will begin on 5 January. Please read the ‘Principal’s Letter’ 
about changes to the zone system from January.

Students will enter and leave by the same zone  EVERY  day:

Year 7 = Yellow Door, Year 8 = Blue Door, Year 9 = Green Door, Year 10 = Red Door. 
The Academy day will finish at 3.30pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. It will end at 4.00pm on Tuesday and Thursday.



Y E A R  9  U P D A T E
I would like to take this opportunity to say a 
big well done to all of Year 9 for their positivity 
and hard work this term. They have shown real 
maturity when thinking about and selecting 
their option choices and I know we are all 
looking forward to getting them started on their 
chosen GCSE subjects. 

Our values award of ‘responsibility’ this half 
term goes to Charlotte M for always working 
hard and being a responsible member of year 9. 

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year. 

Do not hesitate to contact me in the new year 
with any concerns or questions you may have.

Mrs. Mountain

Y E A R  1 0  U P D A T E
I would like to say a massive well done to the 
whole of Year 10 for the maturity, determination 
and resilience that you have shown throughout 
this term. You have all taken the changes on 
board, without complaint and have made us all 
very proud of you.  

It has been a busy term for Year 10 with 
everyone showing a mature attitude towards 
learning in preparation for their assessments, 
walk through papers and mock exams.  In 
future months there will be a focus on revision 
techniques and skills to help pupils prepare for 
future examinations.  

In addition to all of the hard work Year 10 
have put in to their learning there have been 
a number of inter house competitions taking 
place that students have participated in as well 
as auditions taking place for the Christmas 
Show.  The recent dance competition saw Oliva 
P taking 3rd Place, Rihanna and Jayden taking 
2nd Place and Chloe C taking 1st place for Year 
10.  All of these pupils will also be taking part in 
the Christmas show. 

Year 10 pupils recently appeared on the ITV 
news to highlight the amazing work they have 
been involved with to raise awareness of the 
devastating impact that knife crime has on 
young people and their families.  These pupils 
will continue this work delivering an anti-knives 
message through the wider community via a 
choreographed dance show.  A big well done to 
all involved!

We have also had two pupils whose hard work 
and talent has been recognised through the 
achievement of external awards.  Recently 
Evan achieved a Bronze award in routes in to 
STEM through Industrial cadets, well done Evan 
this is a great achievement!  We are also very 
proud of Lucy whose artwork was entered in 
to the Harpur Trust Choice Award in a wide-
based Harpur Trust 2020 competition. Prizes 
were announced by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Bedfordshire Helen Nellis and other VIPs and 
a virtual exhibition staged online for people 
to view the works.  Lucy won £60 worth of 
vouchers and the school £300 worth arts 
materials.  Congratulations to Lucy!

This half term our values continued to focus 
on Community and Responsibility and I would 
like to award the following students for always 
showing these values:

Community: Jasmine B, Oliver Ga 

Responsibility: Oliver Gi, Esther K

In the weeks leading up to Christmas the 
English department have secured a live 
streaming Theatre production of A Christmas 
Carol for pupils to enjoy in addition to 
supporting the recent text that they have 
studied. 

I hope you all have a restful and enjoyable 
Christmas break and get to spend some well-
deserved time with your families.  I look forward 
to another successful term after the holidays!

Mrs Maddox 

R A I S I N G 
A W A R E N E S S  O F 
K N I F E  C R I M E
The Academy hosted ITV Anglian news recently  
in order to promote their work centred around 
raising awareness of the impact of knife crime on 
young people. Members of the dance company 
performed our choreography based on the 
tragic death of Isaac Stone in Bedford  6 years 
ago, and three of our students and Mrs Pearson 
were interviewed. Keep an eye out for their news 
article on ITV Anglian news.

R E M E M B R A N C E 
2 0 2 0

Armistice Day gave us an opportunity to 
collectively remember the sacrifices of all those 
who have fought in conflicts to preserve our 
rights and freedom. All students took part in 
a collective act of remembrance within their 
timetabled groups for the first time due to 
out distancing and bubble restrictions. This 
collective act was incredibly respectful and 
we are proud of how our students conducted 
themselves throughout. Mrs Kettlewell and a 
group of students have created a wonderful 
poppy display along the side fence to mark this 
year’s Remembrance event.

We enjoyed our visit from the High Sheriff of 
Bedfordshire in full regalia, who very kindly 
donated a number of laptops to the Academy. 

Students and families were asked to 
contribute what they could to the Bedford 
Foodbank Appeal that we ran as an Inter-
House competition. The levels of generosity 
in these tough times was heart-warming and 
we are very proud of how we, as a community, 
pulled together to raise both money and food 
for those who are desperately in need. We 
managed to raise £400 and provide 135.5kg of 
food, which equates to 322 meals. A huge thank 
you to everyone who contributed to such a 
worthy cause. 

F O O D B A N K 
A P P E A L
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N E W  L A P T O P S 
F O R  T H E 
A C A D E M Y  F R O M 
T H E  H I G H 
S H E R I F F

I N T E R  –  H O U S E 
C O M P E T I T I O N 
U P D A T E S

Inter-House Events 
October 2020 – February 2021

Oct 2020

Events

• Creative Writing 

• Reflection Project 

• Foodbank Appeal

• Maths Challenge

Events

• Dance Competition

• MFL Christmas 
Card Competition

Events

• Christmas Jumpers 
Competition

• Art & DT 
Christmas 
Competition 

• PE Inter-House 
Badminton

• Bletchley Park 
Code Breakers

Events
• Science Rocket 

competition

• Wixams Business 
Enterprise 
competition

Events

• ICT Programming 
competition

• Movie Maker Media 
competition

• Music Garage Band 
Competition 

01
Wixams Academy / Inter House Events Sept 2020 – Feb 2021

Nov 2020 Jan 2021 Feb 2021Dec 2020

Students have been keen to embrace the wide 
range of inter-house competitions that we have 
had so far this year. The variety of opportunities 
has been fantastic and we are very thankful for 
our fantastic staff who regularly offer new and 
interesting ideas for our students to engage in. 
the competition is well underway  but there are 
lots more opportunities throughout the coming 
year. Get involved and see what you can achieve!
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D J  
D E M O N S T R AT I O N  
A N D  L E S S O N S

B R A N D  N E W 
V I O L I N  L E S S O N S

B R O A D E N I N G  O U R 
O F F E R  AT  K S 4 
W I T H  B T E C  M U S I C 

This term were fortunate to host the amazing 
Mark Louisy, who enthused our year 8 and 9 
students with his immense DJing kills. Some of 
our students were fortunate enough to have a 
go at it and were deeply enthralled. Students 
were also interested and enlightened by the 
fact that it is a considerable skill to manipulate 
music as a DJ and heard about how DJing is now 
recognised as an ‘instrument’ at GCSE music. 

Following this demonstration students have 
been signing up at their first opportunity to 
begin to learn this skillset. The website to 
book the lessons is as follows: bedsmusic.
coop This will take you to the Bedfordshire 
Music Cooperative where Mark can be booked 
privately to teach students at the Academy, 
however, space is filling fast, so do not miss out!

Whilst the Academy is embracing more modern 
approaches to musicality and musicianship, 
we are also very determined to provide our 
students with opportunities to experience and 
learn more traditional musical instruments. 
Our current piano teacher is multi-talented 
and teaches violin to a high level. Students 
have begun learning in two separate groups 
(from two separate year group bubbles), a 
year 7 and a year 8 group. They have had 
around 4-5 group lessons now and are really 
enjoying becoming string musicians. Their 
debut performance will be during recording our 
Christmas Show on Tuesday 8th December, the 
video of which is available to parents and carers 
at a cost of £3. 

Current year 9 students have had opportunity 
to study BTEC Music from January 2021, 
a more vocational music course assessing 
students slightly differently to GCSE music. 
This is another sign of our Music Department 
at Wixams Academy broadening is provision 
to our broad range of students’ aspirations and 
their prospective career paths.

O P E R AT I O N 
B L E T C H L E Y

Operation Bletchley is a virtual codebreaking 
activity which encourages people to get out 
of the house and exercising. The mission is to 
cover 24 miles on foot through Soviet territory 
and decrypt vital intelligence about the Berlin 
Blockade by cracking codes as you go. You will 
have 12 days from 26 December to 6 January to 
submit the decrypted codes. 

This event, hosted by The Soldier’s Charity, is a 
fundraising opportunity where every penny goes 
to supporting soldiers, veterans and their families. 

To join simply read through the step below 
and visit: https://events.soldierscharity.
org/event/view/operation-bletchley?
gclid=EAIaIQobChMI89CDjeau7QIVF-
ztCh16xQ75EAAYASAAEgI5hPD_BwE

This can be completed on your own, with your 
friends or as a family. It is a great chance to get 
out of the house at Christmas time and challenge 
yourself. 

To sign up follow these steps:

1. Sign up for just £10 and link your phone or 
fitness tracker to your fundraising page (you 
can also record your miles manually if you 
prefer)

2. Start walking at your own pace (from 26 
December 2020)

3. Receive updates and codes to crack after 
every two miles completed - three levels are 
available - Junior, Codebreaker or Cypher 
Expert

4. Codes will be delivered straight to your 
inbox and you can select your level then

5. Solve the codes to decipher the hidden 
message

6. Complete the journey and deliver the 
message by the midnight on 6 January 2021.

This is going to be hosted as an inter-house 
competition where there will be rewards for all that 
participate, and prizes for those that have cracked 
the codes the fastest and at the highest levels. 

This challenge is being hosted by the 
Humanities department, wishing you all a merry 
Christmas and a happy new year.
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YEAR 10 PEER 
AMBASSADORS (THE 
ANNE FRANK TRUST)
Our newly appointed ‘Peer Ambassadors’ who 
completed a fantastic ‘Restorative Justice’ 
workshop with The Anne Frank Trust, have 
been putting their newly acquired skill-set 
into practice by bravely stepping up and 
working with our year 7 students. They have 
been leading a series of short workshops with 
the focus of Anti-Bullying. This is a topic we 
will continually strive to highlight due to its 
importance and impact with regards to student 
and community well-being. A huge thank you to 
our fantastic year 10 Peer Ambassadors who are 
an absolute credit to the Academy.

POSITIVE PADS 
– TARGETED 
PASTORAL 
INTERVENTION 
WITH MR. STARK
We have been lucky enough to have had Mr Stark 
(PGCE PE student) working with us for this term 
and have welcomed his skill set and expertise 
in martial arts, meditation and mindfulness 
exercises. Mr Stark has led a fantastic targeted 
pastoral intervention for a small group of boys 
that has focused on channelling positivity, 
making good decisions and boosting  
self-esteem. An excerpt from Mr Stark’s blog on 
this intervention reads as follows;

Week 1: 

This week the students involved themselves in 
the concept of meditation. This gave them the 
chance to explore their thoughts and relax both 
their bodies and minds. This provided each of 
the students the feeling of being relaxed and 
taught them a method they can use across their 
lives to be able to relax and take a step back 
for a moment to help prevent making bad and 
negative decisions. 

Week 2: 

This week the group explored the use of 
punching pads to express their thoughts and 
feelings. In part 1 they participated in a task 
called Positive Pads, this is when they shout out 
with confidence a positive statement that they 
believe about themselves while punching pads 
with aggression. This task helped the students 
understand that they all are good and confident 
about something in their lives although it might 

not be the same as their friends it is something 
they should hold onto and be proud of. 

Part 2 of this week focused on negative thoughts. 
The students wrote down on a piece of paper in 
confidence all the negative feeling and thoughts 
they express on themselves. They then stuck this 
on a big strike shield and punched, kick, elbowed, 
threw, and jumped all over their negative feelings 
and thoughts. We then discussed why we did this 
and allowed reflection on how these thoughts and 
feelings have now been beaten giving them all a 
fresh start in their minds.

We would like to formally thank Mr Stark for 
the great work he has done with this group and 
wish him all the very best for his future studies 
and fantastic career that no doubt lies ahead.

CHRISTMAS JUMPER 
DAY – CHARITY 
EVENT
Friday 11th December is Christmas Jumper Day 
at Wixams Academy, with students and staff 
donning there finest Christmas Jumpers all in 
the name of two extremely worthwhile charities. 
Save the Children and Bowel Cancer UK will 
be our chosen charities who we will split the 
donations received between. Our inter-house 
Christmas Jumper Bingo competition has 
helped ensure a wide variety of jumpers were 
on show and great fun was had by all.

Friday 11 December

Christmas 
Jumper Day

https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/view/operation-bletchley?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI89CDjeau7QIVF-ztCh16xQ75EAAYASAAEgI5hPD_BwE
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/view/operation-bletchley?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI89CDjeau7QIVF-ztCh16xQ75EAAYASAAEgI5hPD_BwE
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/view/operation-bletchley?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI89CDjeau7QIVF-ztCh16xQ75EAAYASAAEgI5hPD_BwE
https://events.soldierscharity.org/event/view/operation-bletchley?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI89CDjeau7QIVF-ztCh16xQ75EAAYASAAEgI5hPD_BwE


ENGLISH AND 
MATHS GROUPINGS
We are aware that a number of students, 
parents and carers have questions about the 
allocation of English and maths groups at 
Wixams Academy. Therefore, we wanted to 
take time to inform you of how those groupings 
are allocated. At Wixams Academy we do not 
‘set’ in English or maths (which is traditionally 
allocating classes purely based on grades or 
attainment data). Instead we use groups and 
they are made up of students working on similar 
targets and skills and who have certain learning 
style preferences. This means that a student is 
placed in a group after extensive discussions 
with their previous teachers as well as reviewing 
their classwork, interactions in class and 
assessment pieces. This system means that 
we can then support and challenge students 
working on similar areas to others, catering 
the delivery of the lesson to the targets that 
those students are working on. The group are 
then paired with a teacher who has a particular 
strength in that area or a pre-existing rapport 
with the group. All groups cover exactly the 
same topics and lesson content, but the way 
that the information is delivered is adapted to 
the learning preferences of the group.  We want 
to reassure all parents/carers that all students 
will be fully supported in their group. Both the 
maths and the English department strongly 
believe in challenging students in all groups to 
reach the best of their potential. Because of 
the nature of grouping in this way, we do meet 
regularly to review groupings as students grow 
and develop. We will review the groupings 
regularly and amend if necessary at any point. 

ICT UPDATE
This week, during our Computer Science 
lesson, learners were asked to become Network 
specialists! Their job was to investigate & 
analyse by locating, identifying and then 
creating links that form a network in Computer 
Room 1. 

In this task we would like to celebrate the work 
of Geoffrey Rola who successfully carried out 
the task in record time! Well done for being the 
first to correctly crack this task!

PSHE UPDATES
Just a small update for parents on 
what students will be studying in 
PSHE/ Personal Development this 
coming half term.

Year 7   Diversity: Diversity, prejudice, and 
bullying.

          Alcohol and drug misuse and pressures              
relating to drug use.

Year 9   Respectful relationships - Families and 
parenting (including adoption), healthy 
relationships, conflict resolution, and 
relationship changes.

Year 10   Healthy relationships - Relationships and 
sex expectations, myths, pleasure and 
challenges, including the impact of the 
media and pornography.

Please let email me on  
nloynes@wixamsacademy.co.uk if you have any 
questions about what we are covering.

Wixams Academy wishes all our students, 
parents, carers and staff a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

GEOGRAPHY
Students have worked very hard this term 
settling back into routines.  Year 7 have 
developed key geographical skills and started 
to explore the nations of Japan and Ghana.  
Year 8 have completed two units in biodiversity 
and population; showing great maturity in 
approaching key global issues.  Year 9 have 
ended their KS3 journey remarkably pulling 
together all of their key learning from the last 
few years to analyse both Russia and the Middle 
East.  And finally year 10 have come back ready 
to tackle those GCSEs and have undertaken 
examination mocks with an incredible amount 
of dedication.  The revision skills they have 
developed are remarkable.  Well done year 10!
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VIRTUAL 
FIELDWORK
Covid-19 may have stopped us undertaking our 
planned fieldwork this term but it has certainly 
not held year 7 and 8 back!

They have both been involved in virtual 
fieldwork events.  Year 7 analysed videos of 
the academy to establish its environmental 
quality and year 8 analysed maps, conducted 
secondary research, wrote letters and 
made videos to send to the residents of the 
retirement village.   As were unable to visit 
this year we decided to set up as live interview 
via zoom; where students got to ask their key 
questions and of course with the residents a 
Merry Christmas.

Look out for the Christmas quiz on 
showmyhomework. It’s has 9 rounds and is good to 
play as a family.   

https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-trips/
the-big-geography-christmas-quiz-2020/?utm_
source=email&utm_medium=enews&utm_
campaign=dec

WELL-BEING AND 
PASTORAL CARE
If you need any further support or advice during 
the holiday you can contact the following:

www.kooth.com (Online mental health advice 
for young people)

If your concern is of an immediate safeguarding 
nature then please contact the Integrated 
Front Door on 01234 718700 during office 
hours (8.45am to 5.20pm, Monday to Thursday; 
8.45am to 4.20pm on a Friday) or out of office 
hours please call the Emergency Duty Team 
(EDT) on 0300 300 8123.

TEXTILES CLUB 
The Year 10 Textiles Enrichment group have 
finally managed to complete their introduction 
to patchwork and quilting. Producing some 
lovely spring placemats, which they started 
before the first Lockdown. They have also been 
learning the complexities of hidden seams with 
their Christmas Stockings.

Year 

8

https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-trips/the-big-geography-christmas-quiz-2020/?utm_source=ema
https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-trips/the-big-geography-christmas-quiz-2020/?utm_source=ema
https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-trips/the-big-geography-christmas-quiz-2020/?utm_source=ema
https://www.discover-the-world.com/study-trips/the-big-geography-christmas-quiz-2020/?utm_source=ema


OPEN EVENING
We held a very different, but very successful 
‘Virtual Open Evening’ in October. Many staff 
and students spoke to audiences via livestreams 
and we are proud to be one of the most 
oversubscribed schools again for the third year 
running. We look forward to welcoming our new 
Year 7s in September 2021!

ROAD SAFETY 
I would like to thank all of you for your help in 
making our children’s journeys to and from the 
Academy safer. We need to reduce the traffic on 
Green Lane. 

You can help us by:

1. Encouraging your child to walk, cycle or scoot 
to school.

2. If driving, dropping your child off well away 
from the Academy, for example by the Garden 
entre or in the Astropitch carpark.

3. Not using our carpark unless you are a Blue 
Badge Holder.

ACADEMY  
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Our famous Christmas Concert this year is a 
little different. All of our performers are being 
filmed on the Tuesday 8 December and we will 
release the performances on Show Night later 
in December. Look out for our talented singers, 
dancers, musicians and actors!

AMAZING STUDENTS
We truly believe that all of our students are 
amazing at the Academy and we see their 
achievements and successes every day. The 
Head of Year sections list numerous examples 
of these. I would like to send my special 
congratulations this term to Siella N (Year 
8), who won the Anne Frank creative writing 
competition https://youtu.be/_7uKkVGeMiA and 
to Lucy L (Year 10), who won the Harpur Trust 
Art competition. 

BOTH STUDENTS PUT IN BRILLIANT 
ENTRIES AND WERE WORTHY WINNERS. WE 
ARE VERY PROUD OF THEM!
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 https://youtu.be/_7uKkVGeMiA and to Lucy L
 https://youtu.be/_7uKkVGeMiA and to Lucy L
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