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Dates Information
Thursday 2 September and Friday 3 September 2021 Training days

Monday 6 September 2021 – Friday 17 December 2021 Autumn Term Starts 2021 - Year 7s only

Tuesday 7 September 2021 – Friday 17 December 2021 Autumn Term Starts 2021 - Years 8, 9, 10 and 11

Monday 25 October 2021 – Friday 29 October 2021 Half-term

Monday 20 December 2021 - Tuesday 4 January 2022 Christmas break

Tuesday 4 January 2022 Training day

Wednesday 5 January 2022 – Friday 1 April 2022 Spring Term 2022

Monday 14 February – Friday 18 February 2022 Half-term

Monday 3 January, Friday 15 April and Monday 18 April 2022 Bank Holidays

Monday 4 April - Tuesday 19 April 2022 Easter break

Tuesday 19 April 2022 Training day

Wednesday 20 April 2022 – Friday 22 July 2022 Summer Term 2022

Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June 2022 Half-term

Monday 2 May, Thursday 2 June and Friday 3 June   2022 Bank Holidays

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
TERM DATES  

ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-22

THE WIXAMS ACADEMY VALUES

DETERMINATION 
RESPECT • RESPONSIBILITY 
COMMUNITY • HONESTY 

COMPASSION

W E L C O M E  
F R O M  T H E 

PRINCIPAL
Dear Families,

I’m writing to you as another year draws to an 
end again with immense pride for our students 
and community.

Our students never fail to amaze me with 
their hard work, compassion, resilience and 
unstoppable drive in everything they do. They 
have faced every challenge that’s come their way 
this year, both as hard-working students and 
as young people facing this terrible pandemic 
and they have beaten every trial hands down. 
Our students, your children, are very special 
and I thank them all and wish them a happy and 
enjoyable summer holiday.

I would also like to thank you, our community, 
for your loyalty and support this year. It makes 
an immeasurable difference for us at the 
Academy and means that we can strive for the 
very best for your children knowing that we are 
always working with you in this regard. I would 
also like to thank all of you who supported the 
decision to open our sixth form in 2022 - your 
contribution was crucial.

Finally, the staff here at the Academy have been 
absolute heroes as they have navigated one 
of the most difficult years in education whilst 
juggling home and personal challenges that we 
have all faced through the pandemic. I cannot 
count the number of times staff members have 
gone above and beyond this year, all in order 
to make the Academy safe, enjoyable and 
inspirational for students as humanly possible.

We say goodbye to a small number of very 
precious staff this summer as Mrs Basudev,  
Mrs Ladwig, Dr Martin, Vijay Teji, Fiona Charles 
and Andrew Litchfield all leave us for new 
exciting challenges in their lives and we thank 
them from the bottom of our hearts for their 
hard work and dedication – we will miss you.

I normally introduce all of our new staff at this 
point, but with 25 new colleagues joining us in 
September it is not possible here, so I will reserve 
this for the September newsletter. Suffice it to 
say we have many more brilliant staff coming 
into teaching, pastoral and other support roles at 
the Academy, to make this amazing team even 
stronger in September.

Finally, I wish you all a very safe and restful 
summer. I can’t wait to welcome our new Year 
7s and everyone else back in September and to 
continue developing our exciting plans here at 
the Academy.

Thank you

Paul Spyropoulos 
Principal

Autumn Term 2021

Spring Term 2022

Summer Term 2022
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YEAR 7

YEAR 9 YEAR 10HEAD OF YEAR UPDATES

Wow what a year! I hope all Year 7s can look 
back on this year and feel proud of how resilient 
and adaptable they have been. They have 
transferred to secondary education during 
a pandemic as well as coping with national 
lockdowns and isolation periods. Even through 
all this they have moved forward and succeeded 
academically and personally. 

Year 7 have shown how keen they are to help 
in the school community by joining multiple 
clubs, entering inter-house competitions, 
supporting the careers programme, helping 
me create a kindness policy and forming part 
of the Humankind Group so the new Year 7 
students will feel fully supported and welcomed 
in September. 

We have recently had a visit from the police to 
inform Year 7 on their social media use which 
really helped them understand how to use this 
safely. Some Year 7 students even found the 
time to organise their own fundraising bake 
sale and guess the name of the teddy for Stand 
Up To Cancer. They raised £74.72 which was 
gratefully received by the charity. 

Our Year 7 Values awards for this term are:

Determination – Millie and Harrison

Honesty – Dusan and Alyssa

A huge well done to these students for showing 
the Academy values.

It has been a pleasure to get to know all of the 
Year 7 students and parent/carers at home too. 

I look forward to seeing you all back here after 
a restful summer in Year 8. 

Have a great summer break! 

Miss Stacey

I hope everyone is keeping well. I really can’t 
believe that Year 9 is done…what a year it has 
been! I want to start by thanking all Year 9 
parents and carers for your continued support 
this year, you have all been amazing. I am so 
proud of all of the students and despite the 
challenges they have faced this year, they have 
really done their best to stay positive and work 
hard. Their positivity has allowed them to make 
a really good start to their GCSEs and you 
should be proud of them. The great start to 
their GCSEs is just one of many highlights of 
the year. Here’s some other highlights: 

• The support and care they have shown 
towards each other during lockdown was 
really lovely to see. 

• The amazing charity bake sale organised by a 
small group of Year 9s. 

• I was overwhelmed by the entries for the bake 
off during lockdown.

• The great achievements of those in the 
Brilliant Club.

• Being led across fields by some of our Duke 
of Edinburgh (DofE) students on a practice 
walk. I am looking forward to some more DofE 
fun next year!

• I also really enjoyed watching the Year 9 
Euros competition at lunch, it was lovely 
watching them have fun and support each 
other (hopefully we get to finish this soon). 

Our values this term are Determination 
and Honesty and I would like award and 
congratulate the following students: 

Determination – Max and Caitie - Your 
determination to do well and hardworking 
attitude is outstanding, you are great role 
models within the Academy. 

Honesty – Ryan and Ella - Your honest, 
hardworking attitude is amazing and you are 
also really great role models within the Academy. 

I am very much looking forward to Year 10 for what 
I can only hope is a more settled year for everyone. 

I wish you all an amazing summer, have fun and 
stay safe. 

Mrs Mountain

I would like to say a massive well done to the 
whole of Year 10 for the maturity, determination 
and resilience that they have shown throughout 
this very different and at times difficult 
academic year. All students have taken the 
changes on board, without complaint and have 
made us all so very proud. 

Over the past year we have enjoyed and 
celebrated so many successes from STEM and 
Art awards, ITV News appearances, inter-house 
competitions, bake offs, student assemblies, 
peer mentoring and mediating, formal tests, 
Duke of Edinburgh training and most recently 
work experience. 

Not forgetting our successful campaign to be able 
to provide a Sixth Form for our students; the Year 
10s passion, commitment and drive all helped for 
this to be possible (along with support from our 
amazing parents/carers, teachers and community). 

Year 10 have also enjoyed a theatre production, 
performances from the Dance Company, 
sports day and a reward day with use of giant 
inflatables.

This term, our values focused on Determination 
and Honesty. I would like to award the Values 
Award to the following students for always 
displaying these values:

Determination: Rebecca and Theo 

Honesty: Evan and Beth 

As always, I am extremely proud of all Year 
10 students, their continued hard work and 
achievements. The challenges they have faced 
this year have taught them valuable life skills 
that will transfer across all aspects of their life 
both now and in the future.  

I would also like to thank all parents and carers 
for your continued support, it is very much 
appreciated!

I hope you all have a restful and enjoyable summer 
break and get to spend some well-deserved time 
with friends and families. I look forward to another 
successful year and welcoming everyone back into 
Year 11 after the holidays!

Look after yourselves and others.

Mrs Maddox 

Y E A R  8
Firstly, I would like to congratulate Year 8 on their 
first two years at Wixams Academy. They have not 
been a smooth two years due to the pandemic 
but the resilience, determination, hard work and 
positivity they have shown is extremely humbling.

There are a few fantastic achievements I would like 
to share with you from this term:

Elizabeth (8Y) - BMX Nationals Competition: 

After 18 months out of competitions due to Covid, 
Year 8 BMX star, Elizabeth triumphed at the 
Cyclopark National Series.

Competing against boys in the same age category, 
Elizabeth finished 10th overall and fell back in 
love with the sport. It wasn’t easy in the heat 
and competition was tough but Elizabeth did 
fantastically well, even as one of the youngest 
riders. We are looking forward to celebrating 
Elizabeth’s future success.

LAFF Charity Fundraiser: 

Some of our students in Year 8, with the support 
of Mrs. Valverde, decided they wanted to raise 
some money for the Latin American Foundation for 
the Future (LAFF) which supports local children’s 
organisations in Peru. Through a charity cake sale, 
they raised a whopping £188.01! The money will 
make a huge difference to the students in Peru.

Values Awards:

Determination and working hard  – For always 
being determined - George (8H) and Emily (8J).

Honesty – For always showing the value of honesty 
and modelling this to other students - Abigail (8A) 
and Jack (8Y).

I am incredibly proud of all Year 8s and cannot wait 
to continue as their Head of Year in Year 9. I am 
looking forward to seeing them thrive and enjoy their 
option subjects that will begin in September.

Have a fantastic Summer holidays, be safe, have fun 
and I will see you in September!

Miss Stack

Elizabeth can be seen in blue in the photograph above.  
 

Year 8 students raising money for LAFF through a 
charity cake sale. 



UK MATHEMATICS 
TRUST JUNIOR 
CHALLENGE

TEXTILES ENRICHMENT 
GROUP AND AFTER 
SCHOOL CLUB

BRITISH SIGN 
LANGUAGE CLUB

Congratulations to six of our students who 
earned themselves Silver certificates in this 
year’s UK Mathematics Trust Junior Challenge.

A few months ago some of our best 
Mathematics students from Year 7 and Year 
8 took part in this national challenge, which 
requires them to answer multiple choice 
questions in an online format. It is a demanding 
exercise designed to stretch and test students’ 
mathematical skills, so we are delighted that our 
students did so well.

Silver certificates were awarded to Ame, Reece, 
William, Emma, Zoe and Thomas, who was 
also awarded Best in School. We also want to 
recognise the 12 students who earned Bronze 
certificates.

Well done to all who took part!

Despite all the disruptions and self-isolations, 
the Year 9 and Year 10 Textiles Enrichment 
Groups and the After School Club (Years 7 and 
8) have managed to produce some lovely work 
this term and hopefully gained some new skills. 
Some of the items they have made are bags, 
cushions, notebook covers and pencil cases.

Students discovered the art of tie-dyeing and 
transfer painting, learnt about how to inset zips, 
the importance of accurate cutting and machine 
sewing as well as experiencing the frustrations 
of ‘invisible’ hand sewing.

Well done everyone!

See you in September.   

Mrs Kettlewell

Although Covid-19 meant changes to lunchtime 
breaks and keeping to year group bubbles, the 
British Sign Language (BSL) Club has still been a 
success with a small group of Year 7s and one year 
10 student. All students have made great success 
with being able to communicate confidently.

Congratulations to three of our keen and 
enthusiastic students Amelia, Bethany and Kiearah.

We are hoping to continue running the BSL 
Club from September on Mondays after school, 
where all year groups can take part to learn the 
basics and sign songs. The most popular time is 
joining the school Choir and signing the lovely 
Christmas songs.

DEPARTMENTAL UPDATES

THE ANNUAL 
PLAYMAKING FESTIVAL

MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES NEWS 

As part of our involvement with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company Associate Schools 
Programme, we were visited by two filmmakers 
in June who recorded our contribution to the 
annual Playmaking Festival. 

Reflecting on their English lessons looking at 
The Tempest, our Year 9 GCSE Music students 
created a soundscape of a shipwreck. In addition, 
our Year 9 GCSE Drama students performed an 
abridged version of Act 1, Scene 2, with a focus 
on the dynamic between the powerful magician, 
Prospero and his daughter, Miranda. 

The final performances were shown alongside 
contributions from Pendragon Community 
Primary School and Wilstead Primary School 
during the festival earlier this month.

French 
Students in Year 9 have been learning about 
school in France. 
Our pen-pal school, Marie de Luxembourg, in 
La Fère, has sent us a video about their school, 
and now we are getting ready to send one back 
about Wixams Academy.
Our students learnt that:

• The day starts at 8.30am and finishes at 
5.00pm

• Lunch in France last two hours and there are 
no packed lunches

• There is no school on a Wednesday afternoon

• Children in France don’t wear school uniform
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
It has been another fantastic year for PE at 
Wixams. Although we have missed out on 
fixtures, it has been great to see students 
working hard in PE lessons to continue 
developing their skills and knowledge and 
enhancing them further by returning to PE clubs. 
Students have embraced the opportunity to 
remain physically active throughout the year and 
taken the necessary precautions to ensure that 
they can do so in a safe and enjoyable manner. 

Wixams Euros

We ran our first ever Euros tournament this term. 
Students organised their teams and headed out 
to the field once a week during their lunchtime to 
be crowned Champions of Wixams. The students 
have demonstrated fantastic sportsmanship 
and leadership throughout the tournament 
allowing the fixtures to go ahead with ease and 
enjoyment for all. Well done to all that have 
taken part and thank you to the dedicated 
supporters at the sideline!

DANCE AT WIXAMS
What a fantastic year it has been for the Dance 
department! 

An amazing group of ambitious, creative, and 
determined students have amazed the staff 
here at the Academy this academic year.

Despite the unforeseen circumstances of 
Covid-19, students have demonstrated the true 
values of our school and shown us nothing 
but resilience this academic year. Firstly with 
an amazing talent seen in the last minute 
Christmas show, which was recorded and sent 
out the week before the Christmas holidays as 
well many other performances so far! 

These students have been inspiring to 
many by not only learning a number of 
choreographies but performing them to an 

Wixams Dance Company assembly in 
association with the Humankind Group to 
promote anti-discrimination in June.

Yeah 9 Dance commercial group performing at 
Jumpstart21 with Mótus Youth Dance Company. 

incredible expectation. The students performed 
fantastically in assemblies to promote 
anti-discrimination in association with the 
Humankind project. They also performed to 
a high expectation in the community where a 
number of our students auditioned and placed 
a fantastic performance in Milton Keynes in 
association with Mótus Youth Dance Company.

As their Dance teacher I am extremely proud of 
what they have achieved during such uncertain 
times and cannot wait to see their success and 
growth in the future. 

Miss Pereira

Club name/Intervention Day Time
Dance Technique and Choreography Tuesday 4.00pm to 5.30pm

Year 11 Dance intervention Wednesday 3.30pm to 4.30pm

Wixams Dance Company (Auditions will be held on the 
second week of term and there is no need to prepare 
choreography. Please note, this is subject to change)

Thursday 4.00pm to 5.30pm

GCSE PE 

Our GCSE PE students have been a credit to 
our department this year. A year of classroom 
and online learning has been a challenge but 
they have all taken it in their stride and have 
never lost focus. Year 10 have focused on the 
Anatomy and Physiology of the body and their 
coursework whilst Year 9s have begun their 
course studying physical training. The end of 
year mocks allowed them to demonstrate what 
they have learnt over the past year and we are 
incredibly proud of them all. They should be 
pleased with their accomplishments. 

Sports Leaders

Well done to the following Year 10s who have 
been awarded their Level 2 Sports Leaders 
Qualification: Louis, Sam, Keane, Raseel, Joe, 
Josh, Daniel, Rihanna, Ismail, Max, Olivia, 
Damon, Ben and Reece. 

You are all amazing! 

DANCE TIME TABLE
Picture shows Year 10 Synovial Joints.
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HOME COOKING SKILLS
I am so proud of our Home Cooking Skills 
students, who have cooked up a storm, despite 
all of the adversity that has hit them this year. 
Who knew that when we were due to start 
cooking together, back in January, we would be 
plunged into another lockdown? How on earth 
would we make it work?

With the support of their amazing parents and 
carers, and their determination and resilience many 
of the students were able to cook week in week 
out at home, to produce some fantastic food. 

Since we have been back in school, their skills 
have gone from strength to strength. Their 
organisation, washing up and clearing away has 
really improved, along with their confidence, 
independence and problem solving. They are 
developing a great understanding of healthy 
diets and value for money, with a bit of food 
science thrown in for good measure. These are 
essential life skills which they will take with them 
whatever they decide to do with their future.

The incredible smells which emanate from the 
food room often tempt staff members away from 
their desks to pop in and see what the students 
are creating and they love showing off their work.

I would like to extend a huge thank you to all of 
the parents of food students for initially putting 
up with them messing up your kitchens over 
lockdown and supplying them with, occasionally 
pretty unusual ingredients, every week.  
We know it has not been easy, with restrictions on 
shopping and difficulty in getting food deliveries. 
Your efforts have been hugely appreciated by 
the department as a whole and it has meant the 
students could experience amazing flavours they 
may never have tried otherwise.

You should all be extremely proud of yourselves! 
I am really looking forward to lots more cooking 
in September.

Computer Science 

Our amazing Year 7 girls took part in the 
Network Rail STEM day for International Women 
in Engineering.

Students were able to gain an insight into the 
working world of women in engineering, for the 
STEM day here at Wixams Academy.

Students had a series of live Teams sessions 
conducted by women currently working in the 
engineering sectors, to inspire and enthuse the 
next generation of women in engineering.

A number of other schools took part and all 
students were able to ask questions, collaborate 
and share ideas for their futures.

Well done to the Year 7 girls for getting involved 
and we hope to see you taking up jobs in the 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
industries in your future careers!

Media Studies 

Year 10 Media Studies students have recently had 
their creative juices flowing as they put together 
their brilliant hobby magazines as a part of their 
GCSE project work. The level of creativity shown 
from planning photo shoots, prop arrangement, 
to the construction of the magazine as well 
as the written elements of these, have been 
exceptionally high and Ms Akhtar could not be 
more proud of how far the students have come. 

A huge well done to all those involved in the 
execution of the magazine project!

Dance Magazine 
front cover by Year 10 
student Emily.

Food Magazine – 
Direction by Oliver and 
photography by Ella in 
Year 10.

Creative Writing 
Magazine - Direction 
and photography by 
Tru in Year 10.

GCSE MUSIC STUDENTS
The last 18 months or so have been really tough 
for many of our GCSE Musicians. However, 
we’re so impressed by the way they’ve showed 
resilience, determination and character by 
progressing and developing themselves, despite 
the setbacks. 

We wish the very best of luck to our Year 10s who 
will record their performances for real next year as 
part of their GCSE course; you will do yourselves, 
your Academy and your families proud. 

Special call out to Emily, Hannah and others 
who have been preparing for practical music 
examinations this year too. We know you’ll pass 
with flying colours!

Mr Boast
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ENTERPRISE  
FACULTY UPDATE
Business Studies 

GCSE Business has enjoyed an exceptional year 
of achievement by both Year 10 and our new 
Year 9 cohorts. 

Year 10 mocks have shown some fantastic 
results; a special mention goes to the following 
students who performed outstandingly in their 
mocks:

Theo

Raul

Rebecca

Jasmine

Priya 

Raseel 

Oliver 

A massive well done to the following Year 9 
students who have made an amazing start in 
both GCSE and BTEC Business:

GCSE Business 

Kurran

Finlay

Nargis

Henry

Ashton

BTEC Business

Zachary

Ashton

Alexander

SEND DEPARTMENT

Year 10 ASDAN have 
been working hard 
raising over £140 for 
Autism Bedfordshire.

Year 9 ASDAN have 
been working hard 
raising over £120 for 
The British Heart 
Foundation

A MESSAGE TO PARENTS FROM THE SEND 
DEPARTMENT

A heartfelt thank you to all of our parents/ carers 
during this academic year. Your support has been 
invaluable. Wishing you all a restful summer holiday 
and we look forward to seeing you all in September.

Picture shows dishes cooked by our Home 
Cooking Skills students.

Picture shows Year 7 students taking part in live 
Teams sessions for the Network Rail STEM day.



HUMANKIND GROUP STAYING SAFE DURING 
THE SUMMER HOLIDAY

SUMMER SCHOOL  
AT WIXAMS

The Humankind Group was originally set up 
because of the Black Lives Matter movement and  
a keen interest in raising issues of prejudice and 
discrimination. This student group contains over 
80 students who are motivated by tackling all 
forms of prejudice.

Students involved have been incredibly proactive 
with the following examples showing exactly 
what many have been up to this year:

• Student led assemblies and PSHE content 
delivered to peers.

• Peer mentoring and ‘Restorative Justice’ work 
with the Anne Frank Trust.

• Organised a LGBTQ+ drop in support group.

• Created a new symbol that is now widely 
recognised within the Academy.

• Promoted specific charities and organising 
fundraising days throughout the year, for 
example, LAFF (Latin American Foundation for 
the Future).

• Wixams Academy Dance Company created a 
Humankind themed piece that was delivered to 
all peers within assemblies.

• The creation of a series of displays within the 
Academy to raise awareness.

We wish all of our students a wonderful and 
well deserved rest this summer and we want 
you all to stay safe, particularly in regards to 
being around water. To emphasize this point, 
we invited representatives from both the Police 
and Fire Service to talk to all students about the 
significant dangers of swimming in lakes and the 
associated risks that are linked to these kinds 
of unsupervised and dangerous areas. These 
targeted assemblies were very informative and 
we thank PC Kerry Jones and David Lee for 
taking the time to speak with all of our students. 

Please stay safe this summer and do not put 
yourselves in risky and dangerous situations.

We are delighted to be able to run a week of 
activities for our incoming Year 7 students and 
hope this opportunity helps the newest members 
of our community to feel welcome and happy at 
Wixams Academy. The week itself is jam packed 
with a wide range of activities such as food, 
sports, dance, drama, music, numeracy, textiles, 
art, literacy, Modern Foreign Languages and 
Humanities.

The Summer School will run week commencing 
Monday 23 August and we are welcoming 
around 90 students for what we know will be a 
great experience for them.

Congratulations to Thomas and Kayleigh!

50 house points have been awarded for this fantastic 
winning entry. This symbol will now be used to 
accompany any Humankind projects or initiatives.
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SUPPORT SERVICES
We strongly encourage all students to always 
talk to us if they are not feeling okay throughout 
this period of remote learning. We can offer 
direct guidance and support. Form tutors, 
Head of Year or members of the leadership 
team are all in a position to help. Counselling 
and therapeutic services are continuing with 
our external partners throughout this period of 
remote learning.

In addition to this in-house support, we would also 
highly recommend kooth.com which is a free online 
resource where young people can access immediate 
support, counselling, advice and guidance. 

As the summer break is a long holiday, here are some other online resources that may be helpful:
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INTER-HOUSE COMPETITION 2020/21
Despite the challenges that this academic year 
has posed, staff and students have engaged 
amazingly well in a very competitive inter-house 
competition.

We have had twenty different inter-house 
opportunities for students to take advantage of 
and many have done exactly that!  

The winners for this year’s inter-house 
competition is Hawkin. Well done team Hawkin!

Thank you to all students for their incredible 
desire to participate and try something new.

Have a good summer and we will see you  
in September.
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REWARDS DAY WORK EXPERIENCE
To thank our students for managing themselves 
so wonderfully throughout what has been an 
incredibly challenging school year, Monday 
19 July was a Rewards Day at the Academy. 
Students were welcomed to attend in clothing 
of their own choice on the day and they all had 
an allocated 30 minute slot on a set of large 
inflatables that were out on the Academy field. 

We hope our students had a great time with 
their peers and enjoyed this experience. 

We were delighted to be able to send Year 10 
students out on work experience despite the 
pandemic. Students gained a valuable insight 
into the jobs their families and close friends 
undertake on a daily basis and we are more 
than grateful to the companies who were able 
to offer placements. We were overwhelmed 
by the positive feedback from employers who 
commented on the polite and hardworking 
nature of our students. We are looking forward 
to arranging work experience for our current 
Year 9s in the Summer Term of 2022. If you feel 
you would be able to host a Wixams Academy 
student, please do get in touch.



        ymedacasmaxiw  wixamsacademy

Tel: 01234 608950         Email: info@wixamsacademy.co.uk         Web: www.wixamsacademy.co.uk


