
Music A level Wixams Academy – 
Pearson Edexel 

Component 1 (30%) Component 2 (30%) Component 3 (40%) 
Performance 60 marks: 
8 minutes in total to include 

 A public performance 
of one or more pieces 
that is recorded 

 It can be a solo, in an 
ensemble or using 
music technology 

 It can include 
improvisation 

 The recording must be 
made after 1st March 
in the year of 
assessment and 
subitted no later than 
the following 15th May. 

 
 

Composition 60 marks: 
Two compositions; one free 
composition and one to a brief 
set by Pearson. 

 Free composition at 
least 4 minutes in 
duration 40 marks 

 Composition to a brief 
at least 1 minute in 
duration 20 marks 

Written exam with duration of 
2 hours and 10 minutes 100 
marks, divided as follows: 
 
Section A 

 3 questions relating to 
set works studied and 
one short 
melody/rhythm 
completion exercise 
 

Section B – two essays: 
 1st essay 20 marks asks 

students to draw on 
their study of set 
works to link their 
knowledge to extracts 
of music played as part 
of the exam 

 2nd essay gives a 
choice of 4 questions 
asking the student to 
evaluate the musical 
elements, context and 
language, one from 
each of the areas of 
study set out below 
 

 

Area of study Set works 
Vocal music  JS Bach; Cantata Ein feste Burg 

 Vaughan Williams; On Wenlock Edge 
Instrumental music  Clara Schumann; Piano trio in G minor (Op 17) 1st movement 
Music for film  Danny Elfman; Batman returns 

 Bernard Herrmann; Pyscho 
Popular music and 
Jazz 

 Kate Bush; Hounds of Love 
 Beatles; Revolver 
 Courtney Pine; Back in the Day 

Fusions  Debussy; Estampes 
 Anoushka Shankar; Breathing under Water 

New Directions  Kaija Saariaho, Petals for Violoncello and Live Electronics 
 Stravinsky, The Rite of Spring 

 



Things to do to prepare for this course are: 

Task 1 

For each style, within each Area of Study listed above, you will be required to build up a bank of 
composers with whom you are familiar and able to refer to accurately during your listening and 
appraising paper. This task will ease you into considering some of the factual details about the key 
composers from each of the areas of study above. Furthermore, it will provide you the opportunity 
to listen to some of their work and begin to investigate the compositional ‘style’ for which they are 
known. 
 
Please choose one composer from each Area of Study listed above and then answer the following 
questions on each of them: 
 

Name  
Image of composer 
Dates  
Nationality  
Musical era  
Key compositions  
Context/personal 
information 

 

Select one 
composition, listen to 
it and use the 
acronym in the next 
column to analyse it 

Melody 
Articulation 
Dynamics 
Texture 
Structure 
Harmony 
Instrumentation 
Rhythm 
Tempo 
 

Summary of 
compositional style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 2 

In order to become familiar with composition software, download the free notation softare called 
Musescore from https://musescore.org/en/download 

Create a new template and using a piano and a flute,  key in the following sketch of a melody and 
harmony and complete it to the best of your ability. You can play it back online. 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 3 

Prepare a minimum of 5 minutes of music (at least two pieces) to perform upon your return in 
September. 

 Choose pieces that are challenging! A Level Music has high expectations for performance 
and you need to be able to demonstrate that you can perform at a high level (minimum 
grade 5).  

 Ensure your pieces are varied; you need to be able to showcase a wide variety of techniques.  
 For accompaniment, you may use a backing track (you will need to burn the backing track 

onto a CD and bring in in September), or provide a piano accompaniment for the 
performance (you will need to print sheet music for this). If the intention of the piece is for it 
to be unaccompanied, this is acceptable.  

 You will need to print off sheet music for yourself and the teacher.  
 You can choose to perform on more than one instrument. Complete the table below with 

your choices of pieces to perform. Name of piece Composer Level of Difficulty Why I have 
chosen this piece 

Name of piece Composer Level of Difficulty Why I have chosen 
this piece 

    
    
    

 

Recommended reading: 

 Edexcel A Level Music Harmony Workbook – Hugh Benham – published by Rhinegold  
 Educational History of Music (Cambridge Assignments in Music) – Roy Bennett – published 

by Cambridge University Press  
 AS and A Level Music Study Guide – Hugh Benham and Alistair Wightman – published by 

Rhinegold Educational 
 Discovering Music Theory: ABRSM Grade 5 Workbook – ABRSM press 


