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History Bridging Work



J.J. Scarisbrick, Henry VIII (1968) He had survived pretenders, excommunication, rebellion and threats 
of invasion, died in his bed and passed his throne peacefully to his heir… He had made war on 
England’s ancient enemies and himself led two assaults on France. For nearly four decades he had cut 
an imposing figure in Europe…bestriding its high diplomacy as few of his predecessors, if any, had 
done. He had defied the pope and emperor, brought into being in England… a national Church subject 
to his authority, wiped about a thousand religious houses off the face of his native land…and bestowed 
on English kingship a profound new dignity. He… had brought Scripture in the vernacular to his people, 
hesitantly and perhaps partly unwittingly, but none the less decisively, allowed his country to be 
directed towards the Continental Reformation… and given to his people a new sense of unity – the 
unity of ‘entire Englishmen’. 

1. What did Henry VIII survive?

2. What did he achieve in warfare and foreign affairs? 

3. How did he change the religious experience in England?

4. How did he boost nationalism?

5. Do you think Scarisbrick thinks Henry was a success or not? Explain your answer using evidence 
from what he says.

In your course, will have to read texts, books, sources and extracts. You will have to 
understand what they are saying, be able to research or apply your understanding and 
knowledge to them and be able to select the sections or key materials that support 
your views. This skills will be important for all units and all skills and will be 
particularly important when you are gathering your knowledge and understanding for 
the course and the knowledge you will need to write and create your analysis and 
evaluation for essay, source and interpretation work.

Assignment 1: Reading, 

comprehension and selection

2



Assignment 2

Name Impact What led to their decline?

Cardinal Wolsey

Thomas Moore

Thomas 
Cromwell

How is Henry VIII described at the start of the documentary?

For the next two assignments you are going to watch a 
documentary and complete pages 3-5 of this booklet.  
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How was the court of Henry VIII different to that of Henry VII’s?

Wife Why did he marry her? What impact did she 
have?

What led to her decline?

Assignment 3
4



How did Henry VIII attempt to secure the Tudor dynasty?

What were his successes?

What were his failures?

How and why is Henry’s style of ruling at the end of the reign different from the start?

Assignment 4
5

Finally, use the following websites to help you to produce an overview 
timeline of the Tudor dynasty. You can also scan the QR codes on the 
right.

http://tudorhistory.org/
http://europeanhistory.about.com/od/ukandireland/p/tudors.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zxnbr82

• Your timeline should start at 1485 and end in 1603
• You should include the dates that each monarch ruled
• You should include significant foreign policy events
• You should include significant religious changes
• You should include any rebellion against the crown

http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/zxnbr82

