
 

Getting Ready for A Level Religious Studies at Wixams Academy 
 
In September, we will start the course studying philosophy. We are therefore asking you to spend a 
little time this summer understanding how philosophical arguments work, so that you can use 
them in your work next year.  We have set some core work that we have asked all students to 
complete – you should bring this work with you to your first lesson. We have also listed some 
extension tasks that you might find interesting to complete, but they are not compulsory.  

Core tasks:  

Task 1:  
Watch the following clip on the structure of philosophical arguments. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKEhdsnKKHs 

As you watch, make notes and define the following key terms:  

 Premise 
 Conclusion 

 Valid argument 
 Sound argument

 
Task 2:  
Read the handout on ‘What is proof?’ (available on Moodle) and answer the 10 questions at the bottom of the 
page. 

 
Task 3: 
Philosophical arguments are often written in Premise – Step – Conclusion (PSC) format. This is where the 
argument has an initial premise, then further supporting premises or steps which lead to a final conclusion.  
 
Some of the main arguments for the existence of God are the teleological or design argument, the cosmological 
argument, the argument from religious experience and the ontological argument. Research one argument and 
write it out in Premise – Step – Conclusion format. You can find a nice summary of these arguments here: 
https://studyhighschoolenglish.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/0415693160_philosophy-the-basics.pdf 

 
Task 4:  
Sometimes arguments are invalid because they contain a flaw or the structure of the argument does not work. A 
logical flaw in an argument is often called a fallacy. Find three fallacies that you think might be relevant to 
arguments about God, religion or ethics. Describe each fallacy and explain how it might be found in religious or 
ethical arguments. This link can help to explain some of the most popular fallacies: 
https://bookofbadarguments.com/AIBOBA-white.pdf  

 
Task 5:  
Write an essay of around 500 words in which you respond to the question:  ‘We can never prove God exists. 
Discuss’. Your essay should include different points of view, for example, the views of one person who supports 
the idea that religion is a force for good and one person who disagrees. Most importantly your own view should 
be expressed with reasons to support it. 
 
Watch this clip to help you get some ideas to put in your essay: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kZjJNvGwEk 
 



 
 
Other ideas that you could research and include: 
 

Reasons to support the statement Reasons to disagree with the statement 
 Evidence for the existence of God such as the 

design argument, cosmological argument, 
miracles and religious experiences.  

 The ontological argument as a proof  
 Richard Swinburne’s argument that the 

evidence suggests the existence of God is 
more probable than his non-existence 

 Evidence against the existence of God, such as 
the existence of evil 

 Clifford’s belief in evidentialism  
 Fallacies that can be found in some religious 

arguments, such as circular reasoning 
 Plantinga’s belief that religion is a 

foundational belief, not evidence 
 

Optional extension tasks: 

If you would like to take your research further, please look at the 9 PowerPoints on the following 
website: https://www.chriseyreteaching.com/thinking-skills 

Alternatively, complete the introductory section on Plato and Aristotle on Seneca. This is not our exam board, but 
it does have some good information that is worth looking at. Please use the link 
here: https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/class/ckwt29x0z7/assignments/assignment/edea15b3-e851-
4a5a-8022-c8f06a8ccf06 

Alternatively, here are some books, podcasts and videos that you might find interesting to look at over the 
summer break:  

 
* Harder books 

to read 

Philosophy books: 
 Stephen Law The Philosophy Files (2002); or The Philosophy Gym (2003) 
 Jostein Gaarder: Sophie’s World (Reprinted 2015)* 

 
Ethics books: 

 Vardy and Grosch, The Puzzle of Ethics (1999) 
 Peter Singer Ethics in the Real World: 82 Brief Essays on Things That Matter (2016)* 

 
Christianity books:  

 Vardy and Grosch, The Puzzle of God (1999) 
 One or more of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) in the Bible. Ideally, 

either the NSV or NRSV version, but not the Good News Version.  
 

 

 The Truman Show or  
          The Matrix  
 The Good Place (Netflix) 
 The Miracle Maker  
  

 

 https://thepanpsycast.com/ 
https://nigelwarburton.typepad.com/philosophy_bites/ 
https://philosophynow.org/podcasts 
https://historyofphilosophy.net/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr 



 

The RE Podcast (available on Apple or Spotify) 

 

 

Crash Course Philosophy: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNgK6MZucdYldNkMy
bYIHKR 
iPlayer – Three Families: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000w0sl/three-families-
series-1-episode-1 
iPlayer –  Pilgrimage: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09w7lcg/pilgrimage-the-
road-to-santiago-episode-1 
iPlayer – Genius of the Ancient World – Buddha 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b064jf28/genius-of-the-ancient-world-1-buddha 
 

 

For each book/article/documentary you read/watch – write a short written reflection and synopsis of what the 
book/documentary/article was about. 

 


